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of these journeys, were shown to the King. He thought
them well written, relished them, and the last ones made
his aversion for the writer diminish.

The ill-humour of Madame de Montespan finished
the work. She had a good deal of that quality, and
had become accustomed to give it full swing. The
King was the object of it more frequently than any-
body; he was still amorous; but her ill-humour pained
him. Madame de Maintenon reproached Madame de
Montespan for this, and thus advanced herself in the
King's favour. The King, by degrees, grew accus-
tomed to speak sometimes to Madame de Maintenon;
to unbosom to her what he wished her to say to Ma-
dame de Montespan; at last to relate to her the chagrin
this latter caused him, and to consult her thereupon.

Admitted thus into the intimate confidence of the
lover and the mistress, and this by the King's own do-
ing, the adroit waiting-woman knew how to cultivate
it, and profited so well by her industry that by degrees
she supplanted Madame de Montespan, who perceived,
too late, that her friend had become necessary to the
King. Arrived at this point, Madame de Maintenon
made, in her turn, complaints to the King of all she
had to suffer, from a mistress who spared even him so
little; and by dint of these mutual complaints about
Madame de Montespan, Madame de Maintenon at last
took her place, and knew well how to keep it.

Fortune, I dare not say Providence, which was pre-
paring for the haughtiest of kings, humiliation the most
profound, the most public, the most durable, the most
unheard-of, strengthened more and more his taste for
this woman, so adroit and expert at her trade; while the